
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 
“The Value of Life According to Paul” Part 2 

Philippians 2:1-4 

Life Informed by Knowing Christ, Our King  
Paul looked forward to death because he was excited to be liberated 

from the sufferings of this life and to be with Jesus “in person.”  
(Phil. 1:21-24)  

Until then, Paul considered life important because of the opportunity 
to build a spiritually united Body of Christ working together to 
introduce others to the privileges and hope provided by Jesus in 
this life. (Phil. 1:27) 

Our Shared Work in Serving Christ in this Life 
1. MOTIVATION: Five things that should inspire us to 

increase our commitment to “working with our Christian 
family” to make Christ known in this life. (Phil. 2:1) 
• Encouragement in Christ (paraclesis- one called along-side)  

(John 13:34-35; 15:7-17; 17:20-23) 
Have we learned from His teachings and example?  

• Consolation of love  
Have we experienced the blessing    

of being truly loved by Jesus and sincere Christians? 

• Fellowship of the Spirit (koinonia- communion) 
Have we experienced a sense of true Spirit-filled unity? 

• Affection 
Do we have any real emotional connection to others? 

• Compassion 
Do we have any concern for how other are really doing  

and will do without Christ in their life now and into eternity? 
 

2. LIFE COMMITMENT: Four things that represent our 
“shared commitment” to working together for Christ in this 
life. (Phil. 2:2)   
• Being of the same mind  

Being on the same page with other believers about  
the value of knowing, obeying and promoting Christ in this life.   

• Maintaining the same love (John 13:34-35; 15:7-17)  
Sharing a common commitment to the value of  

 loving as much as Jesus loved them.  

• United in Spirit (John 17:20-23) 
Cooperating with the “spiritual life” the Holy Spirit provides 

 (rebirth, growth, fruitfulness). 

• Intent on one purpose  
To glorify Christ in how we live to bear fruit in the lives of others 

3. COST: A personal choice to diminish the value of self in 
order to truly invest in the life of others. (Phil. 2:3-4)   
• Doing nothing that promotes self over the value of others  
• Choosing to consider others as more important than self 
• Choosing to invest in others as much as in self 

Living Life Informed by the “Good News”   
• The investment requires embracing values and priorities 

that would never be embraced by those who do not know 
Christ. 

• We will invest according to the degree to which we have 
experienced the blessings of knowing Christ and Christ-
followers as a true family of God on earth.  

• To know Christ is to do what we are able to invest in His 
mission and His vision.  

 


