
“Encouraged by the Basics” 
I John 2:12-14 

The Depth of John’s Thoughts 
• Understood the Other-Worldly Nature of the Jesus He Knew 

 “Word of Life” – the creator and re-creator of life (1:1) 

 “Eternal Life” – lived life as it should be without sin and death. (1:2) 

“Fellowship” – authentically commitment to God and people. (1:3) 

• Understood the Essence of God’s Purpose and Our Calling 

“Light” – represents God’s “life giving and sustaining” purpose. (I:5) 

“Light” – represents our purpose and fellowship with Him. (1:6-7) 

“Light” – exposes our sins and demands our response (1:8-10) 

• Understood the Privilege of Knowing Jesus  

“Jesus” – with us (paraclete) in the actual presence of God (2:1) 

“Jesus” – the one person in life totally committed to our good (2:1) 

“Jesus” – the one who covered our sins and all sin. (2:2) 

• Understood the Essence of “Knowing Jesus” 

“Prioritizing His Commands and Being Like Him” (2:3-6) 

“Prioritizing the New Commandment” (2:7-11) 

John Lightens Up to Encourage (I John 12-14) 
1. John, to this point, has addressed the most serious 

components of the Christian walk with warnings. (1:1-2:11) 
1) We cannot say we have fellowship with Jesus and walk in the 

darkness. (1:6) 
2) If we deny our sin, we are liars, do not know the truth, make 

Jesus a liar and His word is not in us. (1:8-10)  
3) We are liars if we say we know Him and do not keep His 

commandments.  (2:4) 
4) We cannot say we are in the light if we do not love our Christian 

brethren as Jesus love them. (2:9-11)   

2. “Children” in the faith need assurance they are forgiven 
and enjoy a restored relationship with the Father. (13x) 
2:12-13 “your sins are forgiven for His name’s sake.” and  “you 

know the Father”  
John 17:3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
3. “Young men” in the faith need assurance of their victory, 

in Jesus, over temptation and the devil’s assaults in life.   
2:13-14 “you have overcome the evil one” and “you are strong, 

the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 
the evil one.”  

John 17:15-17 “… keep them from the evil one. … Sanctify them in 
the truth; Your word is truth.   

4. “Fathers” in the faith are stable because they have learned 
to abide in Jesus.  
2:13-14 (2x) “you know Him who has been from the beginning.” 
John 15:1-17  
 

Balancing the Commands of Jesus and Our Confidence 
• John writes his letter to teach the fundamental 

commitments of a sincere follower of Jesus Christ.   

• Depending on our stage of spiritual maturity, these 
commitments can be challenging and discouraging.    

• John offers “assurance,” not based upon perfection, but 
upon “who we are” in Christ and “His work in our 
innermost being.”    


