
“Prioritizing Love of the Father” 
I John 2:15-17 

The Depth of John’s Thoughts 
• Understood the Other-Worldly Nature of the Jesus He Knew 

 “Word of Life” – the creator and re-creator of life (1:1) 
 “Eternal Life” – lived life as it should be without sin and death. (1:2) 
“Fellowship” – authentically commitment to God and people. (1:3) 

• Understood the Essence of God’s Purpose and Our Calling 
“Light” – represents God’s “life giving and sustaining” purpose. (I:5) 
“Light” – represents our purpose and fellowship with Him. (1:6-7) 
“Light” – exposes our sins and demands our response (1:8-10) 

• Understood the Privilege of Knowing Jesus  
“Jesus” – with us (paraclete) in the actual presence of God (2:1) 
“Jesus” – the one person in life totally committed to our good (2:1) 
“Jesus” – the one who covered our sins and all sin. (2:2) 

• Understood the Essence of “Knowing Jesus” 
“Prioritizing His Commands and Being Like Him” (2:3-6) 
“Prioritizing the New Commandment” (2:7-11) 

TODAY: “Prioritizing Love of the Father” 

 
“Prioritizing Love of the Father” (I John 2:15-17) 

1. Love of the World destroys love of God, the Father.   
     (2:15; Matthew 6:24)  
“Love of the World” is valuing the things attainable in this world more 

than things of value to God. “Love of the World” destroys love of 
God. 

 
2. “Love of the World” is prioritizing the stuff God created for 

us to enjoy rather than loving and honoring God. (2:15; 
Genesis 1:27-31) 
“Lust of the flesh” Fulfillment of our desires and appetites 

as the most important objective in life.   

“Lust of the Eyes” Placing supreme value on what is seen 
rather than things unseen. 

“Boastful Pride of Life”  Pride in possessions and stuff we have 
attained.    

“Love of the World” is about the world’s spirit,  
its tone and its values that disrespect God as the Creator. 

 
3. The world is passing away and the only thing that will 

endure is what we have done for God.  (2:17; Mat. 6:19-23) 
 
 
 

We Are Designed by God to Enjoy Life and Love Him 
• Everything created by God is good and intended by God 

for us to enjoy while prioritizing knowing and serving Him. 
(I Timothy 4:4-5) 
 

• The greatest threat to our life is neglecting God in order to 
serve the “spirit of this world” by prioritizing self at the 
expense of God. (Matthew 16:24-26) 
Matthew 16:24-26 

 
• Our defense is diminishing the value of all things seen in 

order to prioritize things that matter most to God.    
Psalm 73:25-28 
 
 
II Corinthians 5:6-10 

 


