
“The Most Important Command of Jesus” 
I John 2:7-11 

The Apostle John: A Deep Thinker 
• Understood the Other-Worldly Nature of the Jesus He Knew 

 “Word of Life” – the creator and re-creator of life (1:1) 
 “Eternal Life” – lived life as it should be without sin and death. (1:2) 
“Fellowship” – authentically commitment to God and people. (1:3) 

• Understood the Essence of God’s Purpose and Our Calling 

“Light” – represents God’s “life giving and sustaining” purpose. (I:5) 
“Light” – represents our purpose and fellowship with Him. (1:6-7) 
“Light” – exposes our sins and demands our response (1:8-10) 

• Understood the Privilege of Knowing Jesus  

“Jesus” – with us (paraclete) in the actual presence of God (2:1) 
“Jesus” – the one person in life totally committed to our good (2:1) 
“Jesus” – the one who covered our sins and all sin. (2:2) 

• Understood the Essence of “Knowing Jesus” 

“Prioritizing His Commands and Being Like Him” (2:3-6) 
 

The Most Important Command of Jesus (I John 2:7-11) 
1. Jesus gave us a “New Commandment.” (John 13:34-35; 

15:12-14)  
 

2. The “New Commandment” is not really a new command 
because it is represented in the Old Testament. (I John 2:7) 
Deuteronomy 6:5 “You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” 

Leviticus 19:17-18, 34 “you may surely reprove your neighbor, but 
shall not incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor 
bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.”  

3. The “New Commandment” is new because it represents 
Jesus’ commitment to us as “true light.” (I John 2:8) 
“True in Jesus” means reflected by what Jesus said and did 

There is a deeper level of Love and Commitment in Christ 
 It reflects how much Jesus loved us by dying for us.  
 It reflects victory over the justifying ways of darkness  
 It reflects how “true light” can shine in the family of God  
  

4. The “New Commandment” compels us be “life giving” in 
every Christian relationship without excuse. (I John 2:9-11) 
• “Light” and hate (which is darkness) cannot co-exist (2:9) 
• “Loving the brethren” is abiding in the light (2:10) 
• “Loving the brethren” is not causing things to escalate 
• Failure to love means we are walking in darkness and blind 

  
 
“The New Commandment” is Our Life Commitment 
• The “New Commandment” involves a deeper level of 

commitment to our Christian fellowship that represented 
by OT commandments to love.  

• The “New Commandment” involves investment of time 
and discernment of how we can be “light” in the lives of 
God’s children.  (see Matthew 18) 

• Prioritizing the “New Commandment” reflects our 
understanding of Jesus and willingness to be like Him.     


