
The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 
I John 2:24-29 

The Depth of John’s Thoughts 
• Understanding Jesus as the “Word of Life,” “Eternal Life” the 

essence of true “Fellowship” with God (1:1-3) 

• Understanding Our Calling as “Light” in the World  (1:5-10) 
• Understanding Jesus’ Commitment to Cleansing us from Sin  

(1:7-2:2)  

• Understanding Our Christian Commitments 
1) “Prioritizing His Commands and Being Like Him” (2:3-6) 
2) “Prioritizing the New Commandment” (2:7-11) 
3) “Prioritizing Love of the Father” (2:15-17) 
4) “The Ministry of the Holy Spirit” (2:18-29) 

Last Week:  
• We have been in a battle against “anti-Christs” since the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. (I John 2:18; Matthew 28:18)  
The “Anti-Christ” is a person who will come at the end of time. 

(Matthew 24:15; II Thessalonians 2:1-8). In the present, “Anti-
Christs” are spirits and persons who oppose the authority of 

Jesus as the Christ until Jesus returns. 

• As Jesus is the “anointed one,” so also Christians are 
“anointed ones,” because of the Holy Spirit. (I John 2:20,27) 

“Christ” is the Greek translation of 
The Hebrew word “Messiah”  

 which means “Anointed One.” 

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit Explained by John 
1. Because we have the Holy Spirit, we know Jesus is the 

Christ, the “anointed one.”   (I John 2:20-23) 
The anointing of the Holy Spirit is the reason we know  

Jesus is the Messiah.  (I Corinthians 12:1-3; see I John 4:2) 

2. When we live in the Holy Spirit, we have a relationship with 
both Jesus and the Father and learn the truth.    
     (I John 2:24-27; John 8:32)  
Abiding in the Spirit is our commitment (verse 24, 27) 
Abiding in the Spirit is abiding in the Son and the Father (verse 24) 
Abiding in the Spirit means we will live forever. (verse 25) 
Abiding in the Spirit means we learn from the Spirit’s teaching and 
know truth. (verse 26-27; John 14:16-17; 15:26-27; 16:13-15)  

 
3. When we live in the Holy Spirit, we will be confident in the 

presence of Jesus when He appears.  (I John 2:28) 
 

4. When we live in the Holy Spirit, we will practice 
righteousness because we are children born of the Spirit.  
      (I John 2:1, 29; John 3:1-8)  

 
Our Spiritual Battles are Won “In The Spirit” 
• John’s concern is for the fact that “Christians,” as God’s 

present anointed on earth, are in a real battle with the spirit 
of anti-Christ until Christ returns.  (John 7:7; 15:18) 
 

• John sees the battlefield as waged with falsehoods that 
oppose truth represented by Jesus as Messiah.   
      (John 8:31-36)   

 
• John’s solution is that we live under the leadership of the 

Holy Spirit as our teacher of truth until Jesus returns.  


