
“A Nation Divided Needs 
A Church United”  

John 17:5-23 

A New President in a Nation Divided 

Joe Biden Declared President for 2021-2024 

Are We a Happier Nation? Can We Become a United Nation?  

We have been exposed to televised division and disunity across our 
nation like never in my lifetime         We are A Nation Divided! 

Can the anger, disrespect, unkindness be healed?   

Jesus’ Prayer for “Unity”–John 17:5-23 
5 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe 

from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to this world any more than I 
do. 17 Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is 

truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the 
world. 19 And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be 

made holy by your truth. 
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever 

believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just 
as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may 

they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 
22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we 
are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such 

perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love 
them as much as you love me. 

What is Christian Unity?   
1. Some people define “unity” as the absence of all things 

that cause division in relationships.   

Unity is Being Together, Being One Without Division, Connected, 
Feeling Good Together, Enjoying Each Other.   

Problem: Multiple things in life cause division in relationships:   
expectations, lack of trust, compatibility, communication, abuse, 
habits, boredom, money, and a critical spirit.  

Our Natural Inclination: Division and Disunity seem unavoidable.  
 

2. Our understanding of “Unity” must be based upon what 
Jesus exemplified in life rather than human nature.    
      (John 13:34-35) 

It is informed by the New Commandment (John 13:34-35) 

It is not based upon what a person earns or deserves  

 

3. Christian “Unity” is based upon sharing the vision and 
purpose of God as exemplified in the life of Jesus.   
      (John 10:37-38) 

Unity is manifested in what we do together for Jesus. 

Unity recognizes diversity as a fundamental component of life. 

 

“A Nation Divided Needs a Church United” 

• The church can show the non-Christian world how to live 
and work together despite the many things that divide.  

•  Living in unity with all things that divide requires a healthy 
Christ-informed approach to managing our relationships. 
(Ephesians 4:1-3)  

• Living in unity is helped by not over-valuing the things of 
this world because they will pass away. 

“And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; 
 but the one who does the will of God  

abides forever.” (I John 2:17) 


