
“Recognizing God’s Spirit” Part 2 
I John 4:4-19 

How Does the Holy Spirit Work? 

LAST WEEK: The Holy Spirit’s First Priority- REVEALING TRUTH 

“Truth” is revealed to us by the Spirit of God.  
Through the Spirit we learn and understand 

 who Jesus is and the plans of God for our lives and the future.  
I John 3:1-2; John 14:26 

 

 

 

Spirit Informed Love  (I John 4:4-19) 
1. The Spirit of God in our lives is reflected in our desire to 

learn everything we can about Jesus Christ.    (I John 4:4-6) 

o There is a spirit in the world that hates Jesus 

o The Holy Spirit in a person’s life treasures Jesus and knows 
He can inform us about everything in life that is important  

o The apostles are our greatest resource to treasure in learning 
from Jesus    

 

2. The Spirit of God in our lives transforms our nature and is 
reflected in our commitment to love as God loved. (I John 
4:7-13) 
o Love is the essence of who God is and it becomes our 

essence when we are “born of the Spirit” get to know God 
intimately.  (verses 7-8)  

 

o We know the depth of God’s love by the “new life” and 
“covering of our sins” through Jesus.  (verses 9-10) 

o Because of what God has done in us, we cannot help but love 
as He loved.  It is who we are as His children. (verses 11-13) 

3. Knowing the love of Jesus, we share Him with others so 
they will know the benefits of God’s love.  (I John 4:14-19) 

God living in us- vs. 15  

Knowing God’s love- vs. 16  

Learning to love as God loved-  vs. 17 

Living without fear of judgement- vss. 17-19 

 

The Privilege of Loving in Times of Discouragement 

• We are living in times of great emotion in the midst of a 
Presidential Election and our calling is simply to love as 
God loved.   

• We need to be aware of the multitude of causes of 
discouragement in order to love as Jesus loved. 

 
• We cannot typically remove the causes of discouragement, 

but we can help bear the burden through relationships 
where love is expressed and community is created.   

 
This is the Church’s Challenge into the Future! 

 

 


