
Renewed Our Vision for 2021  
“Remembering Who We Are” 

II Peter 1:1-4 
Life Changes but We Remain the Same 

Your thoughts are a catalyst for self-perpetuating cycles. What you think 
directly influences how you feel and how you behave. So if you think 
you’re a failure, you’ll feel like a failure. Then, you’ll act like a failure, 

which reinforces your belief that you must be a failure. Mental Strength 
Trainer 

The Foundation of the Christian Life (II Peter 1:1-4) 
1. We are united throughout time with all who have faith in 

Jesus to do things for us we could never do for ourselves. 
• As a Christian, I am “united” with all people who have trusted 

Jesus for almost 2,000 years. (1:1) 

• My personal “faith” is of the same value as every other person 
who has trusted Jesus throughout time. (1:1) 

 
2. Our confidence in life is based on the commitment of 

Jesus to protect and provide for us in the midst of 
anything that happens in life.   
• The value of “my faith” is not established by me, but by the 

“righteousness” of Jesus as our God and Savior. (1:1) 

• My experience of grace and peace in this life is dependent upon 
knowing both God and Jesus, as my Lord. (1:2) 

3. In fact, the power God works within us to rise above any 
challenge in life with a God-honoring disposition.   
• What I need to know most in this life is that the power of God has 

established me with everything I need to live a God honoring life. 
(1:3) 

4. Our most important priority in life is learning and knowing 
and embracing who we are as reflections of what God is 
like in this life.    
• My knowledge of what God is “truly like” is the foundation for how 

I live because it is informed by His glory and excellence. (1:3) 

• God’s nature and character have determined what He has 
committed to doing for me and in me into eternity. (1:4) 

• God intends for me to partake of His character and nature in this 
life so that I will no longer live a life corrupted by my desires. (1:4)    

 
2021 Challenge 

Align Our Thinking with Our Identity in Christ 
• Recognize Conflict: To be honest, none of us naturally 

think of ourselves as anything different than we feel on a 
given day.  
Human nature responds naturally to the senses. It is easier to have 
faith in the identity of Jesus than to have faith in our new identity in 

Christ.   

• Embrace Truth: Faith in Jesus informs a decision to 
believe that what He says is true about us is more 
trustworthy than how we feel.   

 

• Nurture Our Thought Life: We must learn to align our 
thoughts regularly with who we are as children of God 
fully able to reflect what He is like in our life.   

I know I can!... I know I can!... I know I can! 

 


