
Celebrating “New Life” in Jesus  

Loving the Church of the Living God 

Jesus’ most important priority after Baptism 

“make disciples of all nations, baptizing them… teaching them 

to observe all that I commanded you” Matthew 28:18-20 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 

even as I have loved you, that you also love one another, by this 

all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love one 

for one another.” John 13:33-35; 15:12-17 

Last Week: The Value of the Church of the Living God 

o The church is the people of God composed of true children of God. 

(John 3:1-8; Matthew 18:1-10) 

o Jesus loved them as sheep so much He laid down His life for them. 

(John 1:9-13; 10:3-7, 14-18) 

o Jesus nurtured them and prayed for their growth in unity. (John 

17:13-23) 

o Jesus challenged Peter to devote himself to teaching and caring for 

the church because they were His sheep. (John 21:15-17) 

o Jesus commanded all of His followers to love them as much as He 

loved them.  

Learning to Love as Jesus Loved  

1. Loving as Jesus loved involves embracing all who follow 

Him as brethren.    

Mark 3:33-35 “Answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My 

brothers?” And looking around at those who were sitting around Him, He 

said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of 

God, this is My brother, and sister, and mother.” 

2. Loving as Jesus loved requires some degree of self-denial 

in order to invest in and serve the brethren.    

Luke 9:23 “And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wants to come after 

Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” See also 

Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34 

John 13:14-16 “So if I, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I gave you an example, so that 

you also would do just as I did for you. Truly, truly I say to you, a slave is 

not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one 

who sent him.” 

3. Loving as Jesus loved requires knowing the teachings of 

Jesus in order to help people learn and grow. 

Luke 8:21 “But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My 

brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.” 

Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have 

heard the word with a good and virtuous heart, and hold it firmly, and 

produce fruit with perseverance.” 

 

Growth in Loving as Jesus Loved 

• I need to build encouraging relationships with brethren 

who are seeking to follow Jesus. 

“Like-minded friends encourage each other”  

• I need to be personally growing in my understanding of the 

heart and teachings of Jesus.  

“I cannot give to the brethren what I do not have”  

Life Groups: Starting Next Sunday, February 20 

Sunday, 5 pm, Chapel 

Also: Tuesdays, 10 am, Wednesdays, 7 pm, Fridays, 7 pm 

 


