
Celebrating “New Life” in Jesus  

The House of God and Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:21-35 

The “Church” in God’s Eyes  

The Church is a “living organism,” cleansed from sin by Jesus, 

restored in relationship to God as His children, and being 

nurtured by Jesus to grow up and become serving sons and 

daughters doing God’s work in the world.    

Matthew 18:1-10; Mark 3:33-35; Luke 8:21; 8:15;  

John 1:9-13; 3:1-8; 10:3-7, 14-18; 17:13-23; 21:15-17 

Jesus’ Teachings for the Family of God 

1. A New Commandment (John 13:33-35; 15:12-17) 

“as I have loved you” involves dying if necessary 

2. Serving the Children of God (John 13:12-17) 

Serving: “I gave you an example…  

3. Receiving every Child of God (Mat. 18:1-10) 

“do not despise one of these little ones, for … angels in heaven 

behold the face of My Father in heaven” (vs. 10) 

4. Pursuing every Child of God when lost (Mat. 18:11-14) 

It is God’s will to “Search for every straying sheep” 

5. Reproving every child of God sinning (Mat. 18:15-20) 

We judge self and “brethren” to eliminate evil- Mat. 7:1-5 

We only involve others when necessary- Mat. 18:15-17 

We prioritize decisions with two and Jesus present- Mat. 18:18-20 

Our decisions prioritize our calling to be “light”- Mat.5:14-16 

 

Loving the Brethren Requires Habitual Forgiveness 

1. Peter understood that sin is habitual and felt there must be 

a justifiable end to forgiving.   

Forgiveness: the ultimate display of love and grace to a person.   

Forgiveness is most difficult when the harm done is most severe.  

2. Jesus taught that forgiveness in the family of God needs to 

be habitual and without end.  

How can we habitually forgive a person who habitually hurts us?  

 

A Few Guidelines in Forgiving (More Next Week)  

• Forgiveness is understanding that people are not as able 

to control their lives as we would like to believe.   

John 17:15 Keep them from the evil one 

John 8:34  Sin is a reflection of what controls people   

• Forgiveness is letting go of the desire for a person to 

suffer for what they have done rather than be transformed 

by Jesus.    

Luke 23:34  they don’t know what they are doing.  

Romans 12:17-21 leave room for the wrath of God 

• Forgiveness is not forgetting! A person’s threat to life 

needs to be acknowledged without evidence of change.  

Do not become overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Romans 12:21 

Life Groups:  

Sunday, 5 pm, Chapel 

Also: Tuesdays, 10 am, Wednesdays, 7 pm, Fridays, 7 pm 


