
Celebrating “New Life” in Jesus  

Forgiving is Our Kingdom Commitment  
Matthew 18:21-35 

The “Church” in God’s Eyes  

The Church is a “living organism,” that exists as the “Body of 

Christ” living in the world to display the values of the Kingdom 

of Christ who will one day rule the world.    

Jesus’ Teachings for the Family of God 

1. Loving as Jesus loved (John 13:33-35; 15:12-17) 

2. Serving as Jesus Served (John 13:12-17; Mat. 16:24-25) 

3. Receiving every Child of God as Jesus in our presence (Mat. 

18:1-10; Mark 9:35-37; Luke 9:46-47) 

4. Pursuing every Child of God when lost (Mat. 18:11-14) 

5. Reproving every child of God when sinning (Mat. 18:15-20) 

6. Forgiving up to 70 x 7 (Mat. 18:21-22; 6:14; 26:28) 

The Pattern of Forgiving for a Kingdom People  

1. Jesus taught that “Forgiving” can be compared to a 

settling of accounts by a King.   (Mat. 18:23)    

To pay or receive what is owed.  “Thanks, I really needed the 

money this month” 

Or even avenge a misdeed “I will use my fists to settle my account”  

 

2. Jesus taught that our debt to God would require liquidating 

all assets and forfeiting our freedom.         (Mat. 18:24-25)   

10,000 Talents equivalent to 20 years of day-labor wages. $800,000 

Kings management: liquidation and termination of contract. 

 

3. Jesus likened forgiveness to feeling compassion for a 

person who owes what they cannot repay. (Mat. 18:26-27) 

The man requested patience 

The King displayed compassion by forgiving the entire debt. 

COMPASSION: the act or capacity for  

sharing real concern for another person in trouble.  

 

4. Jesus taught that God will condemn the person who has 

no compassion for those who owe less than we do.   

       (Mat. 18:28-35)   

100 denarii = 1/3 of a day laborers salary per year= $15,000 

The man forgiven $800,000 responds with anger toward a person 

owing much less than he owed.    

Knowing what Jesus forgave in us should increase our 

commitment to forgiving those who owe much less than we 

did.   

 

Forgiveness: A Kingdom Value 

• Forgiving a person is releasing them from all obligation to 

settle a debt.  

It only addresses concern for a debt and does not  

define the terms of a relationship. 

• Forgiving a person is one of the greatest displays of our 

unconditional concern for the future of another person. 

Praying for our enemies.  

• The size of a person’s debt to us increases our suffering 

when we forgive, but it is the most Christ-like thing we do.  

 

Life Groups:  

Sunday, 5 pm, Chapel 

Also: Tuesdays, 10 am, Wednesdays, 7 pm, Fridays, 7 pm 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/compassion

