
Celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus  

The Resurrection of Jesus   
 

The Resurrection, on the third day, as Jesus predicted 

“for just as Jonah was in the stomach of the sea monster 
for three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the 

heart of the earth for three days and three nights.” Matthew 12:40 

“On the Third Day” Matthew 17:22-23; 20:17-19; Luke 9:20-22; 18:31-

34; 24:1-9; 24:44-49.      6x References 

“Three Days/Nights” Matthew 12:38-40; 26:59-63; 27:39-44; Mark 

8:31; 9:31; 10:32-34; 14:59-65; 15:29-32; John 2:18-22. 9x references 

The Historical Accounts of Jesus’ Prediction (4 Gospels)  

o Jesus predicted He three days and three nights in the grave and told 
His disciples to anticipate it when they went to Jerusalem.  

o Jesus assertion that He could conquer death was brought up at His 
trial by accusers and those who questioned Him.    

o Jesus was heckled for His assertion while He was dying.    

o The grave where Jesus was placed after death was guarded for 
three days so no one could steal the body and assert resurrection.  

 

Why is the Resurrection so Important? 

1. The resurrection of Jesus confirms His authority to fulfill 
what God said He would do to heal creation.     

31 “Now He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and all the things that have been written through the 

prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will 
be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be ridiculed, and abused, and spit 
upon, 33 and after they have flogged Him, they will kill Him; and on the third 
day He will rise.” 34 The disciples understood none of these things, and the 

meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not 
comprehend the things that were said.” Luke 18:31-34 

2. Understanding what God has told us He will do is central 
to understanding why Jesus died.  

Knowing predictions about the “Messiah” and “Suffering Servant” 

See Handout 

Predictions of rejecting the Servant 

Isaiah 49:7; 50:6; 52:14; 53:3; Psalm 22 

Predictions of why the death of the Servant was essential 

Leviticus 17:11 Without death there is no atonement 

 Isaiah 53:4-8; 11-12  

3. The resurrection confirms Jesus’ victory over death and 
provides the world’s only true hope in immortality.    

Luke 24:39 “See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; touch me 
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have… And while they still could not believe it for joy and 
were marveling, He said to them, “Have you anything her to 
eat? 

John 11:26 “He who lives and believes in Me will never die”  

John 8:51 “If anyone keeps my word, he shall never see death.”  

Living in the Light of the Resurrection 

• If Jesus can conquer death and guarantee immortality, I 

will sit at His feet for the rest of my life.  

• I can’t wait, though I must, to see what Jesus will do to 

restore creation without the presence of evil and death.      

• Until Jesus returns, I will do my best to be a “servant” like 

He was. 

  


