
Knowing Jesus 

Creating True Children of God 
Goals for the New Year 

Learning about God is the beginning. 

 Knowing God intimately and becoming 
more like Jesus is our journey.  

Jesus is our mentor and helper.  

Our Journey: Three Priorities of Jesus 
1. Becoming children of God through Jesus and learning to relate 

to God as a Father.    

2. Learning to love and serve children of God as did Jesus.   

3. Surrendering ourselves regularly to Jesus so that He can change 
us from within our innermost being.  

Jesus Modelled a Relationship with God as a Father! 

Unpacking Priority #1: Jesus Taught…    

Matthew 18:1-6 There is nothing more promising assuring in life 
 than becoming a child of God.  

Matthew 18:10-14 Children of God have angels watching over them 
and God’s commitment to protecting them.  

Matthew 6:9-13 Jesus taught us how to talk to God as our Father.    

Jesus’ Purpose in Life was Creating True Children of God 

1. Jesus described our “heart” as a barrier between us and 
God, the Father, and Jesus, our brother.      

John 2:23-25 There are things in all of us that interfere with our 
relationship with God, as a Father, and Jesus.  

Matthew 15:8 Our heart can be distant in everything we do.  

Mark 7:20-23   13 manifestations of evil in our lives.  

An inclination toward evil is present in all of us 
whether or not we are accustomed to seeing it.  

2. Jesus illustrated multiple other ways in which we manifest 
evil without considering it evil.   

True children of God… 
Mat. 5:20 …are more righteous than religious people. 
Mat. 5:22-23 …always speak words of encouragement.  
Mat. 5:23-24 …prioritize reconciliation before worship.  
Mat. 5:27-28 …never objectify women. 
Mat. 5:32 …never divorce.  
Mat. 5:37 …always do what they say without making promises.  
Mat. 5:39-42 …always respond to “evil” with being “good.”  
Mat. 5:43-45 …”love” and “pray” for all enemies. 
Mat. 5:45-47 …love every person in the world without partiality 

Evil is the opposite of righteousness.   

3. Jesus understood our “heart problem” and promised He 
could transform “our heart” if we are willing.  

John 3:1-8  We need spiritual rebirth that only God can cause 

John 4:10-14 Jesus gives living water to nurture us.  

Luke 8:4-15 Jesus plants Himself in us to help us grow. 

 

Growing as a Child of God 

• We have no choice but to accept consistent reminders of 
our tendencies in the present earthly body.  (Mark 14:38)  

the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

• We train ourselves to understand what it means to be truly 
righteous in this life. (Hebrews 5:12-14)  

But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 
senses trained to distinguish between good and evil.  

• We embrace as a fact of life that Jesus must do a work in 
us that we cannot do in ourselves. (I Peter 1:13-16) 

set your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 


