
Knowing Jesus- January 29, 2023 

Jesus’ Work Within Us 

The Heart of God Revealed 
“God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image,  

make them reflecting our nature 
So they can be responsible for…   

God created human beings; he created them godlike, 
reflecting God’s nature. He created them male and female.” 

Genesis 1:26-27 The Message 
“You are the world’s light—a city on a hill, glowing in the night for all to see. 
 Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for all to 
see, so that they will praise your heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:14-16 The 

Living Bible (TLV) 

Jesus’ Life Purpose: Healing Our Corrupted Nature 

Step One: Eliminating the Problem of Sin  

“…for this is my blood, sealing the new covenant. It is poured out to forgive 
the sins of multitudes.” Matthew 26:27-28 the Living Bible   

Step Two: Restoring God’s Nature Within Us 

“Men can only reproduce human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from 
heaven; so don’t be surprised at my statement that you must be born 

again! Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or 
where it will go next, so it is with the Spirit. We do not know on whom he will 

next bestow this life from heaven.” John 3:6-8 (TLV) 
  See further: John 4:10-14; 7:37-39. 

How Are We Transformed?  

1. Jesus taught that we may desire to be more like Him but 
we are weak in our ability to do what is right.   

“Keep watching and praying, so that you do not come into temptation; 
the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38 
“Stay alert; be in prayer so you don’t wander into temptation without even 
knowing you’re in danger. There is a part of you that is eager, ready for 
anything in God. But there’s another part that’s as lazy as an old dog 

sleeping by the fire.” 

There is a two-fold problem in managing ourselves: 
o The prominence of our senses and emotions as our most real 

connection we have to life. 
o The effect of our senses and emotions on our mind and decision 

making.  

2. Jesus taught that we God’s Nature Planted Within Us to 
Affect the Mind and Decision Making.  

Luke 8:4-15  The Parable of the Sower and the Seed  
The Seed is the “Word of God”: “special revelation”  

Beside the Road:   hear but means nothing… devil removes.  
Rocky Soil:   positive start, no firm roots, temptation.  
Thorns:   worries, riches, pleasures more important.  
Good soil:  an honest and good heart… hold fast.   
  BEAR FRUIT OVER TIME   

The three-fold reality in our “Spiritual Transformation”: 
o Our body’s needs and emotions will always challenge us.      

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh provides no benefit; the words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit, and are life.” John 6:63 

o The mind is always easily manipulated and deceived.   
o We need Jesus to teach us the priorities in our choices.      

We Need to be Nurtured with Truth to Grow! 

We Absolutely Need Nurturing of our Minds 

• We need to sit at the feet of Jesus so that we are not 
deceived. 

• Our central challenge in life is surrendering service of the 
body for self and offering it to righteousness.  

“If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it; but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what good will it do a 
person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what will a 

person give in exchange for his soul?  Matthew 16:24-26 

• “Spiritual Transformation” takes time.  


